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professional posts. In 1908 a pipe-line had been laid between the
oil-fields and Syriam, where the main refineries were stationed.
In the years just before the Japanese invasion the annual export
of the Company's products was valued at ^10 million, and its
contribution to provincial revenues was £i| million. In terms
of world production its output was only about .5 per cent of
the total, but Burma was well placed for supplying the needs of
eastern and southern India.
The twentieth century saw the development of other
mineral resources, which gave Burma a far from inconspicuous
place in world economy before World War II. The great
Bawdwin mine, near Namtu and forty miles north-east of
Lashio, once worked by the Chinese, became under the Burma
Corporation the most important lead mine in the world and one
of the chief sources of silver. There were few Burmese, however,
in its labour force. Two other mining areas, at Mawchi in
Karenni and in the Tavoy district of Tenasserim, placed Burma
second only to China in the production of tungsten and fifth
among world producers of tin. Here again Burmese labour
played an infinitesimal part.
Thus while the first steps towards self-government were
being taken by the Burmese, they were faced by the extremely
disquieting fact that their country was being developed by
foreign capital, brains and technicians, while at the same time in
certain basic industries they were undercut by foreign labour,
In only one sphere did they hold their own; they proved them-
selves excellent motor mechanics and drivers. In general,
however, they were agriculturists and handicraftsmen, and their
most bitter pill was that in the rich rice country of the south
they themselves had become largely landless labourers. It is
hardly to be wondered at that the third and fourth decades of the
twentieth century witnessed not only the spread of social and
political unrest, but also a crime wave of unprecedented
magnitude.
Many Burmans looked to the spread of education as one of
the most important roads to salvation. As in Siam also,
monastic schools had for centuries given Burma a much higher
rate of literacy than existed over most of the Far East; but their
instruction went little further than reading, writing and simple

